Interleukin-1 (IL-1) is one of the principal pro-inflammatory cytokine mediators in immune responses. It has two receptor molecules: IL-1RI, which mediates IL-1 signal transduction; and IL-1RII, which serves as a negative regulator of IL-1. Both receptors appear to possess multiple promoters. 1 The IL-1RI gene contains 12 exons 1 and three distinct promoters:
1,2 these lack both TATA and CAAT boxes and thus appear to belong to a family of housekeeping gene promoters. The three promoters direct the transcription of portions of three different 5Ј-untranslated regions, encoded by exons 1A, 1B and 1C respectively. 2 Three single nucleotide polymorphisms have been reported previously: one in intron 1A; and two in exon 1B of the IL-1RI gene. 3 Here, we report two further single nucleotide polymorphisms. These were initially detected using polymerase chain reaction amplification and singlestranded conformational polymorphism (PCR-SSCP) analysis 4 and were confirmed by automated nucleotide sequencing on an ABI 310 sequencer (Perkin-Elmer, Foster City, CA, USA). Details of the two novel polymorphisms are as follows:
(1) A → G at position 52 1 relative to the start of intron 1B (Figure 1a) . The polymorphism creates an MspI restriction endonuclease site (Figure 3 ). This confirms the predicted polymorphism at this site based on previous alignment of genomic DNA sequences. 5 Allele frequencies were determined in a population of 46 male and 45 female healthy Caucasian volunteer blood donors from the South West of England using PCR-SSCP (Figure 2a We are presently investigating the extent of linkage between these two novel polymorphisms, and the three polymorphisms reported by Bergholdt et al. 
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